
Sammy Time on Cinco de Mayo!
Urban Revitalization

Western Reserve Land Conservancy



800+ Properties
70,000+ acres





From “Nice to Have” to “Essential”



Party like it’s 1999

































Natural Areas and Biodiversity



More than 180 Public Parks and Preserves



Prime Soils, Working Lands
Friction filled evolution! 2006 - 2009









Urban Revitalization
Removal of Abandoned Homes



Urban Revitalization
Remove Toxicity, Add Nutrients



From Blighted to Thriving!







Policy & 
Advocacy

Raised more 
than $950 
million for Ohio's 
land banks

OLBA
Clean OH
CTC
COLT
BEL



DEIJ:  Legacy of 
redlining, racism, 

disinvestment





Healing, Restoring, Transforming Places, People, and 
Communities of People



Project 
Overview



https://youtu.be/mosiWeon8so

https://youtu.be/mosiWeon8so


Two laws of nature, of biology, 
govern us all

1. All living things are a reflection of their 
environment, not of an emergent 
innate property

2. All living things move away from toxins and 
towards nutrients if they can

The foundation of our Theory of Change  



1972 Stem Cell research: genetically identical 
daughter cells manifest differently. Only
difference was each petri dish provided a 
different culture medium or environment.

Muscle Bone Fat

At the microscopic organism level



nutrients

toxins

All living things move away from perceived toxicity 
and towards perceived nutrients, if they can



Cuyahoga County 
1950 to Today

Cleveland:  
950,000 to 380,000

Cuyahoga County:  
1.4 million to 1.25
million  



“Man shapes himself through decisions 
that shape his environment.” 

“In the absence of relative environmental equity, 
we will never have human equality.” 



So what is the secret? How do we design and 
maintain healthy, prosperous cities?



Parks are vital to the health of cities. 
Thousands of studies have shown this over decades. 



45

“A clear fault line begins at upper 16th street NW 
and follows the Potomac south”



46

Tree loss leads to dramatic 
increase in human mortality







CURRENT TREE CANOPY
• City of Cleveland – 18%
• Cuyahoga County – 35%

Today, ‘the forest city’ is denuded



Top 5:  
Chagrin Falls 77%
Bentleyville 74%
Gates Mills 73%

Moreland Hills 70%
Hunting Valley 70%

Bottom 5:  
North Randall 10%

Brook Park 18%
Warrensville Hts 18% 

Cleveland 18%
Linndale 19%

Every city could
achieve 40% - 70% 

Tree Canopy

Cuyahoga County 
Tree Canopy by 

Municipality









“Every system is perfectly 
designed to get the results 

it currently produces.”



Kamm’s: “Historically a predominantly white neighborhood with a significant Irish 
Catholic population, Kamm’s has diversified somewhat since 1990, with AFRICAN 
AMERICAN and HISPANIC populations that stand currently at 5.1% and 6.6% 
respectively.”
Central is formerly redlined and is 93% black.

https://case.edu/ech/articles/a/african-americans
https://case.edu/ech/articles/h/hispanic-community


#TeamworkMakesTheDreamWork

#ReForestOurCity





Connecting kids with nature, stealthily

• On their way to school
• On their way to grandma’s
• On their way to the store
• On their way to the 

playground
• We need to design 

neighborhoods that 
nurture them 24/7











Shaker Heights 40% tree canopy
Cleveland 18%



The secret of your future is hidden in 
your daily routine



The “charitable 
mindset” trap

Reciprocal

Authentic

Relationships not 
Transactions

This is forever work

This is true in any 
context – not about race



“In the long history of 
humankind (and animal kind 
too), those who learned to 

collaborate and improvise most 
effectively have prevailed.”

Charles Darwin



Diversity is not only about race; it is about Culture, Class, Race, etc. 

Natives and Bridgers

Culture creation at staff and board level – benefit of the doubt, 
acceptance of all





Not Either/Or but rather And/Both



We still party like it’s 1999





“It is not the strongest of the species 
that survives, nor the most 

intelligent, but the one most 
responsive to change.”

Charles Darwin



Why? IMPACT

In the absence of relative environmental equity, we 
will never have human equality. 



If time…
Brighton Park story with slides

Videos

1.Derek Owens – EGEB 2019
2.Reshaping Slavic Village
3.G11 Grand Opening



Former Landfill

Restoration and Transformation













Two laws of nature, of biology, 
govern us all

1. All living things are a reflection of their 
environment, not of an emergent 
innate property

2. All living things move away from toxins and 
towards nutrients if they can

The foundation of our Theory of Change  



1972 Stem Cell research: genetically identical 
daughter cells manifest differently. Only
difference was each petri dish provided a 
different culture medium or environment.

Muscle Bone Fat

At the microscopic organism level



Like this maple, all 
living things are 
reflections 
of their 
environment

At the super-
organism level



Large Elm Tree that 
preceded the maple 
and died a few years 

ago



Full expression MapleAdaptive Maple canopy



East Cleveland, Ohio, en route to 
Kirk Middle School

The story of David Strong …



David Strong matriculated to University School in 
Hunting Valley, Ohio in 1983



David Strong went on to attend Johns Hopkins, where he 
earned 4 varsity basketball letters, and then earned his MD. 

He is now an ER doctor.

University School. 



nutrients

toxins

All living things move away from perceived toxicity 
and towards perceived nutrients, if they can


