“The approach to farming, once an intergenerational
business transfer, is shifting in our state.”

AVERAGE AGE
OF A MICHIGAN FARMER —
8 years older than the average age of farmers in 1982 (@) ‘ ‘

ONLY
ACRES OF FARMLAND ARE OPERATED OF RETIREES INTEND TO PASS
BY OWNERS PLANNING TO RETIRE THEIR LAND ON AS ONE
WITHIN 10 YEARS FARM TO ONE HEIR
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WHO WILL GROW MICHIGAN’S AG ECONOMY?
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TO THE MICHIGAN
ECONOMY FARMS IN OPERATION

Compared to 56,014 farms reported in 2007
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MICHIGAN NEEDS FARMERS

OF ALL FARMLAND WILL NEED A NEW FARMER
WITHIN THE NEXT 25 YEARS

(&) Nationally, the number of beginning farmers
ﬁ reached a 30-year low. Between 2007 and 2012,
XX the number of beginners dropped 20%

Learn more about preserving our farms at
heartofthelakes.org PLACES CREATE STORIES @ Heart of the Lakes





